
a Terre a entamé un processus irréversible de  
réchauffement de son atmosphère et de ses océans . 
Les changements climatiques qui résultent de ce 

réchauffement représentent la plus grande menace 
environnementale à laquelle l’être humain ait jamais été 
confronté. Ils sont le symptôme d’une crise écologique  
et sociale globale et, notamment, de la surexploitation  
des ressources naturelles de la planète. 

Il est crucial qu’un accord ambitieux, contraignant,  
juste et équitable pour toutes les parties soit signé  
à Copenhague en décembre 2009, à l’issue de la Confé-
rence des Nations unies sur le climat. Nos décideurs 
doivent s’engager à adopter une gestion durable des 
ressources naturelles, dans l’intérêt des populations  
et des écosystèmes de la planète.

POUR SAUVER LE CLIMAT,
PReÉSERVER LES RESSOURCES

L

Le réseau « Une seule planète » 
a été créé par plusieurs 
organisations d’Europe et de 
pays du Sud afin de sensibiliser 
les citoyens et d’interpeller  

les décideurs sur les enjeux d’une gestion durable des ressources naturelles 
pour le développement de tou(te)s. Aujourd’hui la gestion des ressources  
de la planète génère non seulement pollution, épuisement des ressources, 
dérèglements du climat et extinction des espèces, mais aussi pauvreté, 
inégalités et mal développement. 
« Assurer un environnement durable » est un des Objectif du millénaire pour  
le développement annoncés par l’ONU. Au-delà des enjeux écologiques, la prise de 
conscience de l’impasse dans laquelle nous mène notre modèle économique est 
nécessaire, afin de redefinir des modes de production et de consommation qui 
soient écologiquement soutenables et socialement justes. www.uneseuleplanete.org

While the extent of the threat of global warming 
varies depending on scenarios that are more or  
less pessimistic, this threat is nonetheless real and  
is already tangible: melting of ice caps, rise in the 
frequency of extreme climatic events, desertification 
in certain regions, disappearance of animal and 
vegetable species, etc.  All renewable natural  
resources are affected: water, air, soil or biodiversity. 
In many cases, the alterations caused to the environ-
ment are irremediable and have a direct impact on  
the living: human, vegetable and animal. 

All sectors of activity are affected by this warming: 
fisheries, tourism, industry, commerce, health, etc. 
Some will be completely transformed within the next 
few decades. The same applies to agriculture, since  
it is impossible to cultivate land that is submerged 
and salted by the rise in sea levels. The populations 
who live on islands or in the deltas of the great rivers 
of Africa and Asia are particularly concerned. 
Even though they emit little greenhouse gases per 
inhabitant, the southern countries are disproportio-
nately afflicted. Climate changes aggravate social 
inequalities and reduce the chances of development 
for the most vulnerable countries: they threaten to 
make the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) seem illusory, and notably the first one 
– the reduction of extreme poverty and hunger. 

These changes put pressure on international, national 
and local systems of governance, weakening the most 
fragile institutions, which again reduces the capacity 
to respond to these new challenges. They cause the 
emergence of environmental migrants and displaced 
persons who are obliged to leave their places of 
living due to structural or punctual degradations 
within their environment. Without any protective  
legal status, their number is already estimated  
to be over 25 million and may attain 200 million  
by 2050, according to the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM). 

However the climate crisis is merely the symptom  
of a more systemic crisis: the development model 
which the northern countries have put in place takes 
very little stock of its social and environmental 
impacts. We use the resources - sometimes until they 
are depleted – we waste energy and natural resources 
and we create colossal amounts of waste. This model 
is not viable: we are pillaging and asphyxiating the 
planet, by exhausting within a few decades supplies 
of natural resources that the Earth has taken hundred 
of millions of years to assemble. In most countries, 
this overexploitation generates poverty and inequali-
ties. Geopolitical tensions linked to the exploitation  
of natural resources threaten to worsen due to their 
increasing scarcity. 
 

We ask that political objectives be compatible with 
scientific imperatives validated by the United Nations, 
namely the goal of stabilising global warming below 
2°C by 2100 1. Beyond this threshold, climate changes 
risk to be such that it will become impossible to adapt: 
the survival of humanity is at stake. Respecting this 
+2°C limit implies that the global emissions of green-
house gases reach their peak at the latest between 
2015 and 2020 and then diminish, with an objective  
of stabilisation at 350 parts per million (ppm).

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on  
Climate Change (IPCC) 2 almost 60% of greenhouse 
gas emissions are due to the exploitation of non- 
renewable energy resources, namely fossil fuels  
(coal, petroleum and gas), which have been used 
since the industrial revolution. At a level of 20%,  
the second cause of greenhouse gas emissions is 
deforestation, due to forestry exploitation that is often 
illegal and devoid of benefits for local populations. 
The clearing that benefits big areas of intensive 

monocultures destined for export (oil palm trees in 
Indonesia and Malaysia, soya in Argentina and Brazil, 
eucalyptus in Uruguay) is also responsible.

It is imperative that these responsibilities be  
recognised and accepted to allow for sustainable 
management of the climate and of natural resources. 
The Copenhagen Conference is thus of vital importance: 
the international community must establish the 
agreement that will follow on from the Kyoto Protocol 
after 2013.

Because the exploitation of natural resources has a 
major and direct impact on the climate and because 
the climate has an impact on natural resources, we 
are asking decision-makers to adopt a sustainable 
and equitable management system for natural resources:  
›	 that will allow non-renewable resources to be 

used without the risk of depleting them and 
without destabilising the cycles of renewable 
resources;

The Copenhagen agreement must be ambitious in  
its objectives of adaptation, attenuation, transfer of 
technologies and funding, but also in its implementa-
tion. Industrialised countries, due to their historical 
responsibility for global warming and their high 
financial capacity, must repair the climatic injustice 
they have caused by rethinking their economic model, 
by adopting a mode of natural resource management 
that is extremely sober and by helping the South to 
adapt itself to climate change.

Thus, as organisations involved in international 
solidarity and members of the European network «One 
planet only», we ask that this international agreement be:
›	 Fair and equitable, in accordance with the princi-

ple of mutual yet differentiated responsibilities;
›	 Respectful of the principles of human rights, in 

particular the rights of migrants and refugees 4, of 
the right to development 5 and sustainable develop-
ment 6, especially the principle of precaution, given 
the uncertainty with respect to climatic evolutions;

›	 Participative and transparent in its elaboration, 
involving civil societies and informing citizens.

Out of a concern for restrictive legal responsibilities 
for private sector actors, starting with western 
multinationals and with the participation of citizens 
in all decisions that affect them, we ask that the 
agreement, 

In terms of regulation of private sector actors:
›	 restricts companies to radically reduce their 

emissions and prevents them  
from having recourse to compensation mechanisms, 
which slow the adoption of more sober technologies 
and new economic models in industrialised countries;

›	 provides the establishment of a monitoring mecha-
nism that supervises the respect of commitments 
and produces sanctions in the event that these are  
not respected; 

›	 concerns all of the most carbon-intensive sectors. 

In terms of the participation of populations:
›	 acknowledges indigenous populations as official 

interlocutors within  
the framework of negotiations for the agreement 
on climate change;

›	 allows for the participation of citizens in all of the 
decisions that concern them, notably within the 
framework of the national programmes for the fight 
against climate change (National Adaptation Pro-
gramme of Action [NAPAs] and Nationally Appropriate 
Mitigation Actions for attenuating emissions [NAMAs]);

›	 provokes the organisation of education and aware-
ness-raising campaigns for citizens, in the  
North and in the South, in order to strengthen  
the participation of populations in their societies’ 
transition towards models that are more respectful 
of the planet.

Besides the strictly climate-based issues, it is  
the management of natural resources at the heart  
of the global economic model that must be rethought. 
The sustainable use and equitable sharing of these 
global resources implies a radical questioning of the 
rich countries’ model of (over-)consumption and the 
emergence of a new economy whose sobriety in terms 
of natural resources, of water and energy, will be a 
predominant criteria. This engages the responsibility 
of the leaders of the northern countries that are 
mainly responsible for greenhouse gas emissions,  
but also that of southern leaders.
To attempt to attain the MDGs while fighting against 
climate change and, beyond this, allowing equal access 
to fundamental rights for all, it will be necessary to 
establish new dynamics that interconnect all of the 
dimensions of sustainable development: economic, social 
and environmental, but also political and cultural. Above 
all, climate change effectively poses the question of our 
development model. To remedy the current systemic 
crisis, social and ecological imperatives must be placed 
back at the core of the operation of human societies and 
development models must be redefined in order for them 
to become ecologically sustainable and socially just.

1.	 See the work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC):  
www.ipcc.ch

2.	 See IPCC, 2007: Report on climate change 2007, IPCC, Geneva, 2007, p.5
3.	 cf. UN Resolution 1803 dedicated to the permanent sovereignty of natural  

resources (1962)
4.	 cf. Geneva Convention of Refugees (1951) and the Convention on the Rights  

of Migrant Workers (1990)
5.	 cf. United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development (1986)
6.	 cf. Rio Declaration (1992) and Brundtland Report (1987)

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the  
European Union. The contents of this publication can in no way  
be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.

FOR AN AMBITIOUS, RESTRICTIVE, FAIR AND EQUITABLE AGREEMENT

THE SYMPTOM OF A GLOBAL CRISIS

THE CLIMATE CAN’T BE NEGOTIATED WITH

›	 that will be carried out in the interests of the 
well-being of populations, in accordance with the 
sovereign right of nations and peoples to dispose 
of their own wealth and natural resources 3; 

›	 that respects the ecosystems which play  
an essential role in the natural regulation  
of the global climate. 






